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October 21, 2011
Events Provide Fun, Active Ways to Learn about Watersheds

Just what is a watershed anyway? In a nutshell, it is the land area from which surface runoff drains into a stream, river, lake, reservoir, bay, or other body of water. Why should you care? Because the health of Sarasota’s watersheds determines the quality of Sarasota’s water bodies, large and small. This in turn, affects the quality of life for residents and visitors. Everyone who lives, works, and plays in Sarasota County can take simple steps to make a difference when it comes to protecting the County’s watersheds.

For the fourth consecutive year, the Sarasota County Commission has declared November 5th through 13th WOW! Water Opportunities Week. To celebrate, watershed-related educational events and programs for the whole family are scheduled throughout the week. Member organizations of the Science and Environment Council of Sarasota County (SEC) will host the events. The public is invited to attend one or several of these fun, nature-based activities that teach awareness and good stewardship of watersheds. 

Many of SEC’s members are highly visible organizations, such as Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquarium, Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, New College of Florida, Oscar Scherer State Park, Historic Spanish Point, G.WIZ Science Museum, Sarasota Bay Estuary Program, Sarasota County Government, Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast, Sarasota Audubon Society, South Florida Museum, and Sarasota County Extension. All of these organizations will be showcasing their commitment to protecting watersheds and promoting conservation. 

WOW! Water Opportunities Week events are sponsored by SEC and the Manasota Basin Board of the Southwest Florida Water Management District.

Schedule of Events
WOW! Water Opportunities Week November 5-13, 2011
Throughout the Week November 5-13

G.WIZ Science Museum – Water Quality Program

Learn why water quality is important for us and our animal neighbors. Visitors will go on a bay walk, learn about important factors for healthy water and even test and compare both bay and tap water to EPA water quality standards. Program dates and times: November 8–11, from 4–5 p.m., and November 5 and 12, from 2–3 p.m. G.WIZ Science Museum, 1001 Blvd. of the Arts, Sarasota. Program is free with G.WIZ general admission: Adults $10, Children (3–16) $7, G.WIZ members and children under 3 free. For more information, contact Jennifer Holt at jenniferh@gwiz.org or call 941-309-4949, ext.107.

South Florida Museum – Manatees and Ecosystems

The animal care team at the South Florida Museum’s Parker Manatee Aquarium offers multiple presentations daily about the Florida manatee. Learn about manatee anatomy, habitat, nutrition and physiology as well as local ecosystems through aquarium exhibits, an intertidal touch tank and interactive Q&A sessions with the animal care staff. Monday–Saturday, 11:15 a.m., 1 p.m., 2:45 p.m. and 3:45 p.m.; Sundays, 1 p.m., 2:45 p.m. and 3:45 p.m. at 201 10th Street West in downtown Bradenton. General admission: adults $15.95; seniors (65 and over) $13.95; children (ages 4–12) $11.95; children ages 3 and younger are free. For more information, call 941-746-4131 or visit www.southfloridamuseum.org.

Historic Spanish Point – Water Opportunities Week at Historic Spanish Point

Daily guided and self-guided walking tours of the 30-acre historical, archaeological, and environmental site located on Little Sarasota Bay featuring nature trails, boardwalks, and gardens. See one of the largest butterfly gardens on the gulf coast and experience a mangrove forest. November 7–11. Go to www.historicspanishpoint.org for more information.

Saturday, November 5

Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquarium – Kayak Adventure

Learn about the marine animals and plants that thrive in Florida’s coastal waters as you kayak in Sarasota Bay. All kayaking equipment is provided and class begins with basic kayaking instruction. Appropriate for ages 10 years old through adult. Kids under 14 must attend with an adult. November 5, 10 a.m.– noon. $16 for Mote members; $18 for nonmembers. Pre-registration is required. Call 941-388-4441, ext. 351.

Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast – Fall Family Festival

The Fall Family Festival is a free event with hands-on activities for families, including water activities. Join us November 5, from 11 a.m.–3 p.m. at Bay Preserve at Osprey, 400 Palmetto Ave., Osprey. For more information, contact Robin Roberts at 941-918-2100 or robin@conservationfoundation.com.
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program – F.I.S.H. Preserve Cleanup

Join the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program, the Florida Maritime Museum and guides from Around the Bend Nature Tours for a cleanup of the F.I.S.H. Preserve in Cortez. Be prepared to get your hands dirty as we remove exotic vegetation and trash from this restoration site. The folks at the Maritime Museum will serve up lunch afterward! November 5, 9 a.m.–noon. The Florida Maritime Museum at Cortez – F.I.S.H. Preserve, 415 119th Street West, Cortez. Meet at gazebo east of the parking lot. Free. Sign up by calling Sara Kane at 941-955-8085. 
G.WIZ and South Florida Museum events: see descriptions under “Throughout the Week.”

Sunday, November 6

South Florida Museum events: see description under “Throughout the Week.”

Monday, November 7

South Florida Museum and Historic Spanish Point events: see descriptions under “Throughout the Week.”

Tuesday, November 8

Sarasota County Government – The Energy-Water Connection

Learn how you can conserve water at home and, as a result, conserve energy and resources and save money. This includes building and landscape water and energy conservation, rainwater harvesting, low-impact development and green infrastructure. November 8, 2–3 p.m., Gulf Gate Library, 7112 Curtiss Ave., Sarasota. Free to the public; no reservations required. For more information, call Sarasota County at 941-861-5000.

G.WIZ, South Florida Museum and Historic Spanish Point events: see descriptions under “Throughout the Week.”

Wednesday, November 9

Oscar Scherer State Park – Canoe Excursion or Guided Nature Walk (depending on tide)

Join a park ranger for a guided canoe trip or nature walk along South Creek. November 9. Meet at the park’s dock and be ready to leave the dock at 9 a.m. 1843 S. Tamiami Trail, Osprey. $5 entry fee to park; canoe rental available, no reservations needed.

Sarasota County Government – Living on the Water’s Edge

No matter where you live, your yard is connected to the bay and Gulf. This program provides a guide to sustainable landscaping along ponds, streams, canals, bayfronts and seawalls. Learn how you can make a difference with bay-friendly plant selection, design and maintenance choices. November 9, noon–1 p.m., at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Cooley Theater, 811 South Palm Ave., Sarasota. Free to the public, no reservations required. For more information, call Sarasota County at 941-861-5000.

G.WIZ, South Florida Museum and Historic Spanish Point events: see descriptions under “Throughout the Week.”

Thursday, November 10

Sarasota County Extension – Open House

Each of the UF/IFAS Sarasota County Extension programs — horticulture, agriculture, sustainability, family and consumer, and 4-H education — will provide information and educational activities related to water quality and conservation. November 10, 3–7 p.m. at 6700 Clark Road, Sarasota. Free and open to all ages. For information, visit www.sarasota.ifas.ufl.edu or call 941-861-9900.
Sarasota County – Living on the Water’s Edge

No matter where you live, your yard is connected to the bay and Gulf. This program provides a guide to sustainable landscaping along ponds, streams, canals, bayfronts and seawalls. Learn how you can make a difference with bay-friendly plant selection, design and maintenance choices. November 10, 2–3 p.m., North Port Library, 13800 S. Tamiami Trail, North Port. Free to the public; no reservations required. For more information, call Sarasota County at 941-861-5000.

G.WIZ, South Florida Museum and Historic Spanish Point events: see descriptions under “Throughout the Week.”

Friday, November 11

G.WIZ, South Florida Museum and Historic Spanish Point events: see descriptions under “Throughout the Week.”

Saturday, November 12

Sarasota Audubon Society – Bird Walk

Sarasota Audubon will offer a Celery Fields bird walk on November 12. The fee is just $4 for adults. Meet at the gazebo on Palmer Blvd. at 8 a.m. In addition to bird watching, we will explore stormwater storage that benefits not only citizens but nature — and of course the birds. Contact Julie Byrne at Julie@sarasotaaudubon.org or 941-379-3882.

New College of Florida – Marine Lab Visit and Art Activities

Children go on a guided safari around the marine lab and “hunt” various organisms and then stop at a children’s station based on Rob Dunn’s “The Wild Life of Our Bodies” book. A selection of crafts will be offered after the safari. The “Pooches for the Planet” display will help children understand how they can help keep the watershed cleaner by picking up after their pets. Children can also express their creativity by contributing to the large watershed mural on-site. November 12 from 10 a.m.–3 p.m., Pritzker Marine Biology Research Center, New College of Florida, 5800 Bay Shore Rd., Sarasota. Turn west from US 41 at College Dr. After stop sign at Bay Shore Rd., continue west on College Dr. Park in second parking area on right. PMBRC is the elevated building to the west with two tall white silos. Free to the public. For information, call 941-487-4596.

G.WIZ, South Florida Museum events: see descriptions under “Throughout the Week.”

Sunday, November 13

Historic Spanish Point – A Prehistoric Connection to the Little

Sarasota Bay Watershed

During this guided walking tour, learn about the prehistoric people of Historic Spanish Point and their connection and dependence on a healthy watershed. The tour will first focus on “A Window to the Past” exhibit. Then find yourself immersed in a mangrove forest full of wildlife. The tour will conclude with a demonstration on dugout canoe building and a discussion about the changes in Little Sarasota Bay from prehistoric times to today. Suitable for all ages. Sunday, November 13, 12:30 p.m.–3 p.m. Standard admission rates apply. Please call 941-966-5214, ext. 295, or go to www.historicsphanishpoint.org 
The Science and Environment Council of Sarasota County is a collaboration of non-profit and government organizations that operate or support conservation and science-based facilities. Their common mission is to promote and advocate science, conservation, and environmental issues in Sarasota County for maintaining and improving quality of life through education, public outreach, demonstration, information gathering and analysis, and special projects.  
Go to the SEC website at www.secsc.org to learn more about the organization and for a complete listing of WOW! Water Opportunities Week event dates, times, and locations.  
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