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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media Contact: Amy Fordyce
941-309-4949, Ext. 105 ( AmyF@gwiz.org
To speak with G.WIZ museum director Molly Morgan, call 941-309-4949, Ext. 101.
G.WIZ To Launch
The Deborah Ann Naiditch Tot Zone

(Sarasota, FL) The G.WIZ Science Museum is launching an indoor play and discovery space that has been specifically designed for children 12 months to four years old. Called the Deborah Ann Naiditch Tot Zone, the area was created in the memory of Deborah Ann Naiditch, the daughter of Irving and Marilyn Naiditch, and is sponsored, in part, by the Doyle Foundation. The space will open to the public on June 1, 2010. The museum is located at 1001 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota. For more information, call 941-309-4949 or visit www.gwiz.org.  
“This safe and enclosed playscape will be used uniquely as an interactive exhibit and learning environment for our youngest explorers,” says Molly Morgan, director of the museum, explaining that children must be accompanied by an adult. “Creating programs and space for people all ages is an integral part of our mission, which is to serve as a gateway for lifelong adventures in science. The Deborah Ann Naiditch Tot Zone is a space where even the very young can begin to stretch their imagination and investigative powers.”
Morgan explains that the area has been designed to emulate an Everglades natural habitat to inspire children to learn about Florida’s natural flora and fauna. Soft mats shaped like waves provide an appealing terrain for infants and toddlers to explore, while ramps and other area serve as intriguing crawl and climb spaces and retreats. A 41-foot wall mural created by Erica Beall, a senior at Ringling College of Art and Design, tells the story of the wildlife and terrain found in the Everglades in child-friendly pictures and language. Other features include a 15-foot Velcro “critter-matching game,” critter costumes for children to play with, and viewing containers filled with pine cones, shells, feathers, sand, bird eggs, and other natural elements found in the Everglades.
“Toddlers will explore Florida’s ecosystems and have fun at the same time,” says Morgan. “All they need to bring is their curiosity, imagination and investigative powers!”

For more information about this press release, call Amy Fordyce, at 941-309-4949, Ext. 105, or email her at AmyF@gwiz.org or visit www.GWIZ.org.
About G.WIZ
G.WIZ, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, was founded in 1990 and moved into its current facility in 2000. The organization’s mission is to serve as a gateway for lifelong adventures in science G.WIZ is a champion for science education in Sarasota County and the entire state of Florida. The museum serves 125,000 people each year; 50,000 of these are school-age children. G.WIZ is a member of the Association of Science and Technology Centers, the Florida Association of Museums, and the Science and Environment Council of Sarasota County. The museum is located in Sarasota’s bayfront cultural district at The Blivas Science & Technology Center, 1001 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota, Florida 34236. For more information, visit www.gwiz.org or call 941-309-4949.  
