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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media Contact: Cathy McLaughlin

941-309-4949, Ext. 109 ( CathyM@GWIZ.org
To speak with G.WIZ museum director Molly Demeulenaere, call 941-309-4949, Ext. 101.
G.WIZ LAUNCHES a SUSTAINABLE ENERGY INITIATIVE
The science museum’s newly appointed renewable energy committee is charged with creating programs that demonstrate the application and potential of renewable technologies 
Sarasota, FL, September 2, 2009: Molly Demeulenaere, museum director of G.WIZ –The Science Museum, announced today that the museum has formed a committee to develop a series of exhibits, workshops and programs exploring the vast potential of renewable energy.

“We’re drawing on the area’s best and brightest minds to create programs that demonstrate this exciting new wave of sustainable technology,” says Demeulenaere. The committee includes leading engineers, architects, educators, and entrepreneurs. 
The first phase of the initiative will feature three separate projects. 
“High-performance hybrids and electric vehicles are no longer the stuff of science fiction,” says Hansen. ”These vehicles are on the road now. These workshops, which will demonstrate step-by-step instruction on the conversion of a traditional motor to an electric motor, will help people better understand the technology so that they can make informed decisions.” The workshops will be 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., every Saturday, beginning September 19, and continuing through November 7 at G.WIZ, 1001 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota. Pre-registration is requested. For more information about these workshops, call 941-309-4949, or visit www.gwiz.org. 
A second element of the museum’s sustainable energy initiative is an interactive photomontage consisting of images demonstrating renewable energy technologies and applications around the world. The exhibit will include links to information on how solar cells and wind turbines work, and offer statistics on the progress of renewable energy on a regional and nationwide basis.
A third project is the “Solar Bug,” a gigantic roving bug powered by solar, electronics and hydraulics elements. The brainchild of Andrew Tanner of Eco Technologies, Inc., Pete Hansen of Evolve It Motors, and Tim Twitty of Sun Hydraulics, this high-tech creepy crawler will scale the exterior walls of the G.WIZ building.
The G.WIZ 2009-2010 renewable energy committee includes: Andrew Tanner, president of Eco Technologies, Inc.; Christopher Sharek, group manager and engineer with Pbs&j; Pete Hansen and Annie Gamber of Evolve It Motors; Tim Twitty with Sun Hydraulics; Ben Quartermaine, an engineer with WES Inc.; Don Blivas, an architect;; Greg Vulopas, chief technology officer at Apriori Systems; Larry Altman, a member of Sustainable Sarasota; Molly Demeulenaere, museum director of G.WIZ; Marc Morgan, exhibit curator at G.WIZ; and Aleks Spalvins, education director at G.WIZ.
For more information about this press release, call Cathy McLaughlin, at 941-309-4949, Ext. 109, or email her at CathyM@GWIZ.org, or visit www.GWIZ.org.

About G.WIZ
G.WIZ, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, was founded in 1990 and moved into its current facility, with its striking glass atrium, in 2000. Since 2001, G.WIZ has been a partner of the Exploratorium, San Francisco’s renowned hands-on museum. G.WIZ is a member of the Association of Science and Technology Centers, the Florida Association of Museums, and the Science and Environment Council of Sarasota County. The museum is located in Sarasota’s bayfront cultural district at The Blivas Science & Technology Center, 1001 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota, Florida 34236. For more information, visit www.gwiz.org or call 941-309-4949.  

