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To speak with G.WIZ museum director Molly Morgan, or to interview Dr. Fritz Faulhaber, call 941-309-4949, Ext. 101. 
G.WIZ Partners With Sarasota Scientific Instruments 
and Sarasota County Schools to Establish 
Groundbreaking Science Lending Outreach Program 
(Sarasota, FL) G.WIZ The Science Museum has partnered with Sarasota Scientific Instruments, Inc., and the Sarasota County schools system to establish a lending library of state-of-the-art science equipment for 4th to 12th grade teachers to use in their classrooms. The program, called the Science Lending Library, is made possible through funds donated by Dr. Fritz Faulhaber and the Faulhaber Family Foundation. Sarasota Scientific Instruments, Inc., is a non-profit organization with a mission to function as a lending library of scientific equipment to facilitate experimentation in the basic sciences. The organization partners with Florida-based, hands-on science museums, schools, camps and programs to offer this free service. 

“This program gives teachers the vital tools they need to teach scientific principles through experiential techniques,” says Molly Morgan, director of G.WIZ, explaining that the program works with curriculum schedules and FCAT testing needs. “Programs like this are invaluable during these lean economic times when school funds are being dramatically cut. G.WIZ is honored to be a part of it.”
Morgan explains that SSI offers equipment and labs for experiments and projects in physics, chemistry, biology, energy, geology and astronomy. G.WIZ takes requests from area teachers via an online request process. Teachers may also visit the museum and process their requests on-site. Each class gets six or more kits per experiment or project to ensure adequate hands-on access. The equipment is then delivered directly to the school. SSI then retrieves the equipment when the class is through. The program is free of charge.
Why is hands-on learning so important?
“I like to use the example of a bicycle,” says Dr. Fritz Faulhaber. “You can read all about how gears work, how many pounds of pressure tires need, and how traffic laws work. But to really experience the bicycle, you need to ride it. It’s the same with learning about the universe around us. Repetition doesn’t work when trying to comprehend conceptual truths about nature and the universe; hands-on exploration does.”

Faulhaber, a resident of Sarasota County, is president and CEO of The Faulhaber Group, a leading innovator in the field of miniature and micro DC motion control. He says his passion is “instilling a love of the exploration of the world we live in. We are being asked to understand and make decisions about fundamental technologies that are changing our world. Unless we have an educated populace, we will be at the mercy of people who may have other interests in mind. This is one way we can help teachers more effectively inspire younger people to become fascinated about the world they live in.”
Faulhaber, whose private foundation funds Sarasota Scientific Instruments, Inc., says that the organization has lent tens of thousands of dollars worth of scientific equipment to teachers and museums in Hillsborough, Pinellas and Sarasota counties. The organization partners with the Museum of Science and Industry (MOSI) in Tampa, the Science Center of Pinellas County, and Great Explorations Children's Museum in St. Petersburg. “G.WIZ was a natural partner for us in Sarasota,” says Faulhaber. “Its mission—to encourage lifelong exploration of the universe—is right in line with ours.”
This free program is available to all 4th to 12th grade science teachers in Sarasota County. Educators are invited to visit http://www.gwiz.org/LendingLibrary.htm to request the exhibits they will need throughout the year. (The site is currently under construction and will be ready to use by August 1, 2010.) Until then, they are welcome to visit G.WIZ and get acquainted with the exhibits that will be part of the program.
For more information about this program, teachers should contact Aleksandra Spalvins at 941-309-4949; alekss@gwiz.org. For more information about Sarasota Scientific Instruments and the Science Lending Library, visit www.sarasotascience.org.
For more information about this press release, call Amy Fordyce, at 941-309-4949, Ext. 120, or email her at AmyF@gwiz.org or visit www.GWIZ.org.
About G.WIZ
G.WIZ, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, was founded in 1990 and moved into its current facility in 2000. The organization’s mission is to serve as a gateway for lifelong adventures in science G.WIZ is a champion for science education in Sarasota County and the entire state of Florida. The museum serves 125,000 people each year; 50,000 of these are school-age children. G.WIZ is a member of the Association of Science and Technology Centers, the Florida Association of Museums, and the Science and Environment Council of Sarasota County. The museum is located in Sarasota’s bayfront cultural district at The Blivas Science & Technology Center, 1001 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota, Florida 34236. For more information, visit www.gwiz.org or call 941-309-4949.  
