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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media Contact: Aleks Spalvins
941-309-4949, Ext. 116 ( AleksS@gwiz.org
To speak with G.WIZ museum director Molly Demeulenaere, call 941-309-4949, Ext. 101.
G.WIZ Science Museum Presents

Astronomy Day 2010

Saturday, April 24, 2010
This exciting and out-of-this-world daylong program includes a 
rocket launch and a presentation by the director of the international space station at NASA's Kennedy Space Center 
(Sarasota, FL) G.WIZ Science Museum announces its first annual Astronomy Day, Saturday, April 24, 2010, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Stargazers of all ages are invited to explore the celestial realm together. Participants will study the evolution of the telescope, observe the night sky with experts, learn about asteroids and comets, and hear a presentation by Russell Romanella, director of the international space station at NASA's Kennedy Space Center. The program is free to G.WIZ members and general admission prices for non-members. For tickets and more information, call 941-309-4949, Ext. 116. The museum is located at 1001 Boulevard of the Arts in Sarasota.
“When is the last time you’ve really spent time looking up into the sky?” asks Molly Demeulenaere, director of G.WIZ. “We’ve designed a one-day program to inspire people to keep learning about the worlds above us. Participants discover that astronomy is more than stargazing. It’s an exciting field of science in which astronomers discover new phenomena every day.”
The day’s schedule is:
· 11 a.m.: “400 Years of the Telescope,” a PBS documentary. 
· 12:30 p.m.: Solar observing with The Local Group of Deep Sky Observers
· 1:30 p.m.: Bayfront rocket launch with Jack Colpas, aka “The Rocketman, and founder of Helping Kids Reach For The Stars
· 2 p.m.: “NASA: Yesterday, Today, & Tomorrow” presentation by Russell Romanella, associate director for engineering at NASA's Kennedy Space Center 
· 4:30 p.m.: “Asteroids, Comets, & Meteorites” presentation by Dr. Greg Shanos, a member of The Local Group of Deep Sky Observers
· 6:30 p.m.: “400 Years of the Telescope” 
Other Happenings:

· G.WIZ hands-on fun activities and hands-on exhibits 
· Space activities with The Planetary Society 

· A prize-filled raffle for kids at 3:30 p.m. 

· A Riverview planetarium display led by Jason Mocherman, a Riverview High School astronomy teacher and director of the school’s planetarium 
· Food that is out of this world! (Available for purchase)
· Studying the evening skies with members of the Local Group of Deep Sky Observers 
“Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote about the miracle of the celestial realm; how amazing it is that the stars appear every night, and not just once every thousand years,” says Demeulenaere. “But we get easily jaded and, instead of reveling in it, we stay inside and watch television. We hope people will take the opportunity on April 24 to gather for a few hours and learn about and marvel at the worlds above us.”
For more information about this press release, call Aleks Spalvins, at 941-309-4949, Ext. 116, or email her at AleksS@GWIZ.org, or visit www.GWIZ.org.

About G.WIZ
G.WIZ, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, was founded in 1990 and moved into its current facility, with its striking glass atrium, in 2000. Since 2001, G.WIZ has been a partner of the Exploratorium, San Francisco’s renowned hands-on museum. G.WIZ is a member of the Association of Science and Technology Centers, the Florida Association of Museums, and the Science and Environment Council of Sarasota County. The museum is located in Sarasota’s bayfront cultural district at The Blivas Science & Technology Center, 1001 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota, Florida 34236. For more information, visit www.gwiz.org or call 941-309-4949.  
